Step 4: Choosing a Homeschooling
Program and Setting Up
Record-Keeping Systems

Selecting the right homeschooling program for Kove is crucial to ensure his
developmental and educational needs are met. There are various approaches to
homeschooling, each offering different levels of structure and flexibility.
Additionally, maintaining accurate records is essential to comply with WA
Department of Education regulations and to track Kove's progress effectively.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Program:

1. Kove's Developmental Needs:
o Choose a progrom that aligns with his abilities, strengths, and
learning pace.
o Consider options that incorporate play-based and sensory-friendly
learning.
2. Flexibility of the Program:
o Look for adaptable programs that allow for breaks, therapy sessions,
and Kove's unique schedule.
o Ensure the progrom can accommodate changes based on his
progress.
3. Cost Considerations:
o Some programs are free or low-cost, while others require a significant
investment.
o Budget-friendly resources should be prioritised where possible.
4. Curriculum Alignment:
o Ensure the program aligns with the WA curriculum and satisfies legal
requirements.
o Balance core subjects like literacy and numeracy with interest-based
learning.

Types of Homeschooling Approaches

1. Structured (Traditional) Approach:



Follows a curriculum similar to mainstream schools.
Provides clear lesson plans and assessments.
Best for parents who prefer a guided, predictable framework.
Examples:
m Australion Curriculum Resources:
https://www.australioncurriculum.edu.ou
m Schoolhouse Teachers: https://schoolhouseteachers.com
2. Unschooling (Child-Led Learning):
Allows learning to follow Kove's interests and natural curiosity.
No rigid schedules; encourages self-discovery and exploration.
Ideal for children who thrive in a less structured environment.
Examples:
m Living Learning: https://wwwlivinglearning.org.au
m  The Natural Parent Magazine:
https://thenaturalparentmagozine.com
3. Theme-Based Learning:
Learning through themed projects and real-world experiences.
Incorporates multiple subjects into a single topic of interest.
Ideal for hands-on and creative learning.
Examples:
m  Twinkl https://www.itwinkl.com.ou
m Project-Based Homeschooling:
https://project-based-homeschooling.com
4. Play-Based Learning:
o Uses play as the primary mode of instruction, ideal for younger
children.
o Encourages development of motor skills, social interaction, and
problem-solving.
Particularly effective for children with developmental delays.
Examples:
m Busy Toddler: https://busytoddler.com
m Playful Learning: https://www.playfullearning.com
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Recommended Programs and Resources

1. Literacy Programs:
o Reading Eggs: https://readingeggs.com.au
o Teach Your Monster to Read:
https://wwwteachyourmonstertoread.com
2. Numeracy Programs:
o Mathseeds: https://www.maothseeds.com.ou

o Prodigy: https://www.prodigygame.com
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3. Special Needs-Friendly Resources:
o Twinkl Special Educational Needs:
https://wwwitwinkl.com.au/resources/specialeducationalneeds
o Homeschooling with Autism: https://homeschoolingwithautism.com
4. Free Online Learning Platforms:
o Khan Academy Kids:
https://learn.khanacademy.org/khan-academy-kids
o ABC Education: https://education.abc.net.au

Setting Up Record-Keeping Systems

In WA, homeschooling parents must demonstrate that their child is making
educational progress in line with their learning plan. Good record-keeping
ensures compliance and allows for easy review during moderator visits.

What to Record:

1. Learning Progress:
o Daily or weekly logs of activities and subjects covered.
o Photos of completed projects and activities.
o Samples of Kove's work, such as worksheets, drowings, or written
assignments.
2. Assessment and Developmental Goals:
o Notes on Koves achievements and milestones reached.
o Areas where additional support may be needed.
o Progress reports prepared every few months to track growth.
3. Therapy Integration:
o Records of theropy sessions attended and progress made.
o Recommendations from therapists incorporated into the learning
plan.
4. Socialisation Activities:
o Documentation of playgroups, community outings, and social
interactions.
o Photos or brief summaries of interactions with peers.

Record-Keeping Methods:

1. Physical Record Books:
o Use a binder or folder to organise worksheets, notes, and reports.
o Divide sections by subjects (e.g, literacy, numeracy, therapy).
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2. Digital Tracking Tools:
o Google Drive or Dropbox for storing scanned work and photos.
o Apps like Seesaw or Trello to track learning activities.
3. Homeschooling Portfolios:
o A comprehensive portfolio showcasing Kove's learning journey,
including his achievements and development.
o Can be presented to moderators during assessments.

WA Department of Education Reporting Requirements:

e A moderator will review Kove's progress annually and may request:
o Examples of learning activities completed.
o Discussion of how Kove's education aligns with his needs.
o Evidence of socialisation and engagement.

More Info: https://www.education.wa.edu.au/home-education

How ChatGPT Can Help:

e Lesson Planning: Generate a weekly or monthly learning plan based on
chosen curriculum.

e Progress Tracking: Help create templates to track Kove's develooment and
milestones.

e Summarising Progress: Assist in summarising learning achievements for
moderator reports.

e Organisation Tips: Suggest record-keeping strategies and tools for easy
management.
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